
6/7/23

1

• TWR trains and supports educators in the 
implementation of the Hochman Method, an 
explicit set of evidence-based strategies for 
teaching expository writing. 

• TWR’s strategies are intended to be 
embedded in the content students are 
learning. 

• TWR is not a curriculum. 
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The Hochman Method 
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All Grades & All Subjects 
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Six Principles of the Hochman Method 
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Sequence of Sentence Strategies (K-2 & 3-12)

Grades K-2 Grades 3-12

2nd grade
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Why teach sentence-level activities?

• Help students learn grammar and 
conventions 
• Alleviate cognitive load 
• Boost reading comprehension 
• Build knowledge and vocabulary
• Serve as checks for understanding
• Help students use written language 

structures in their writing
• Lay the groundwork for revising and editing
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She ran.

Cells reproduce.

It sank.

Kernel Sentences & Question Words

7

When? …...............................................................................
Where? …..............................................................................

Why? …..................................................................................

Expanded sentence:

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Mesopotamians built ziggurats.

Sentence Expansion

Mesopotamians built ziggurats.

See 
p. 60

KERNEL
(short declarative sentence)

NOTES
(key words & 
phrases, 
abbreviations, 
and symbols)

COMPLETE SENTENCE 
(including proper capitalization and punctuation)
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• Anticipates what a reader 
needs to know & provides 
information

• Checks comprehension
• Teaches note-taking strategies
• Develops ability to summarize
• Used often in revision & 

feedback
• Enables students to craft 

written language structures

Why teach sentence expansion?

See 
p. 56
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Sentence Expansion: Asking Who or What

More than 500,000 people immigrated.

When? ............................................................

Where? ………………………………….

Why?................................................................

Expanded sentence:

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

1850s

hoped to become rich/gold rush

In the 1850s, more than 500,000 people 

immigrated to Victoria because they hoped to 

become rich from the gold rush.

They immigrated.

Who? ...............................................................

When? .............................................................

Where? ………………………………..

Why?.................................................................

Expanded sentence:

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

1850s
Victoria

>500k ppl

Victoria

hoped to become rich/gold rush

In the 1850s, more than 500,000 people 

immigrated to Victoria because they hoped to 

become rich from the gold rush.
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Sentence Expansion
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Sentence Expansion - Asking How

“How” detail:

1. adverb OR 

2. explaining a process
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Sentence Expansion: Technical Tips

Join the movement.
Who? …...............
Where? …............

Travel to the village.
When? ….............
How? …............

In the Constitution Hall.
Who? …................
Why? ….................

Protons and neutrons.
When? …...............
Where? …..............

Co
m

m
an

ds
 

Fr
ag

m
en

ts
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Sentence Expansion: Technical Tips
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Keep kernels brief (2-5 words)
oVolcanoes erupt.

oIt sank.

oThe thief vanished.

oThey approved the bill.

(When? Why?)

(What? When? Why?)

(When? How?)

(Who? When?)
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Revising Unelaborated Paragraph- Whole Class

Fall is an exciting season. It 

gets cooler. Leaves change 

color. Animals migrate. Fall is 

good!

Fall is an exciting season. 

During the fall, the weather 

gets cooler. Leaves change 

color because trees receive 

less sunlight. In addition, 

animals migrate to avoid the 

cold. Fall is fascinating!

Unelaborated Paragraph Elaborated Paragraph

• SD1: expand (What? When?)

• SD2: expand (Why?)

• SD3: expand (Why?)

• SD3: use transition 

• C.S: vary vocabulary

what?Iwhen?I

why?I

why?I

vary vocabI

transitionI
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Revising Unelaborated Paragraphs
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Explicit Feedback

• run-on
• frag. 
• improve (T.S., C.S.) 

• exp. (expand) 
• elaborate
• ∧ appositive 
• ∧ transition
• ∧ sub. conj.
• combine
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Single-Paragraph Outline 
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• Model & create SPO with whole class

• Distinguish T.S. from given details 

• Identify T.S. & sequence given details 

• Given T.S., select appropriate details from a list

• Eliminate irrelevant detail(s) from a list, SPO, or paragraph

• Given T.S., write details 
• Given topic/prompt, write T.S.*

• Given details, write T.S. 

• Given T.S. & details, write C.S. 

• Given topic/prompt, create SPO independently

SPO Scaffolding Activities
See 

Ch. 4
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SPO Scaffolding Activities  
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SPO Scaffolding Activities  
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SPO Scaffolding Activities 
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TWR Free Online Resources

www.thewritingrevolution.org/resources/book-resources
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@TheWritingRevol

/TheWritingRevolution

@TheWritingRevolution

Follow us! For more information:

E-mail: 
info@thewritingrevolution.org

Website: www.thewritingrevolution.org

Thank You! 
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