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The Writing Revolution is a 
nonprofit organization 
that supports educators in 
the implementation of The 
Hochman Method, a 
research-based set of 
strategies for writing 
instruction
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Why is writing challenging for students? 
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• conventions of written language differ from spoken language

• writing requires decision making, planning, analysis, etc. 

• need background knowledge to write about a topic coherently 

• imposes heavy cognitive load on novice and struggling writers 
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Six Principles
• Students need explicit instruction in writing, beginning in 

the early elementary grades. 

• Sentences are the building blocks of all good writing.

• When embedded in the content of the curriculum, 
writing instruction is a powerful teaching tool. 

• The content of the curriculum drives the rigor of the 
writing activities. 

• Grammar is best taught in the context of student writing. 

• The two most important phases of the writing process 
are planning and revising. 
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• Sentences & Fragments
• Scrambled Sentences
• Sentence Types
• Developing Questions
• Basic Conjunctions (because, but & so)
• Subordinating Conjunctions 
• Appositives
• Sentence Combining
• Sentence Expansion
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The Interplay of Writing with Knowledge  

• strong relationship between writing & knowledge 
acquisition 

• TWR strategies help build & deepen content knowledge 
• writing reveals gaps in students’ grasp of a topic 

• TWR strategies serves as comprehension checks

Hochman & Wexler, 2019 
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Examples of Appositives

Esperanza, the narrator of The House on Mango 
Street, wishes for a home of her own.

Many plants and animals live in the rainforest, an 
environment where rain falls almost every day.

A former British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill 
is known for his powerful speeches.
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Why teach appositives?

• Written language structure
• Varies sentence structure
• Adds information & complexity
• Improves & checks reading comprehension
• Encourages careful reading
• Strategy for creating a topic sentence (T.S.) 

& a concluding sentence (C.S.)
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Creating Topic & Concluding Sentences
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3
Sentence Types 

Subordinating 
Conjunctions 

Appositives
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Appositives
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1. Identify Appositives

1. Temperature, a physical quantity that expresses 
hot and cold, is measured with a thermometer. 

2. Weather, the state of the atmosphere at a given 
time and place, is driven by air pressure, 
temperature, and moisture. 

3. Seasons, the four divisions of the year, are 
marked by changes in weather, ecology and the 
amount of daylight. 
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1. The Senate,__________________________, equally 
represents each state.

2. The secret ballot,______________________________, 
originated in Australia.

3. Compulsory voting,______________________________
______________, is an important part of representative    
democracy.

a ballot which is cast anonymously

the upper house of Parliament

a system in which electors are required to vote

a system in which electors are 
required to vote

a ballot which is cast anonymously

the upper house of Parliament
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3. Fill-in Appositives (from a bank) 

14

4. Brainstorm Appositives

Topic:  Marie Curie                                                       

_________________________ _______________________________

_________________________ _______________________________

_________________________       ______________________________
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a fa m o us physicist w inner of the Nobel Prize

a Polish scientista renow ned chem ist

an inventor the  s c ie nt is t  w ho  d is c ove re d  ra d iu m  
a n d  po lo n iu m
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6. Given a Topic, Write a Sentence with an Appositive 

1. natural selection
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

2. artificial selection
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Natural selection, a process of evolution, 
results in species with favorable traits. 

Artificial selection, a process carried out by 
humans, is used to replicate favorable traits.
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5. Given an Appositive, Write a Sentence

17

Appositives & Argument

Isaac Newton, an English mathematician 
and physicist, is remembered for his 
formulation of the three laws of motion. 

Isaac Newton, a scientific genius, was the 
greatest and most influential physicist of 
all time.  

Isaac Newton, a paranoid scientist, 
sabotaged the work of his colleagues. 
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Steps in Writing

1. Planning & Outlining

2. Drafting

3. Revising

4. Editing
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Why teach the Single-Paragraph Outline?
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• Provides structure (beg., 
middle, end)
• Eliminates repetition
• Improves ability to stick 

to the topic
• Aids in sequencing  
• Helps students 

distinguish essential from 
non-essential info
• Improves analytical 

thinking
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Is space exploration a good idea?
Critics say it is hazardous and
costly. The money could better be
spent on people in need on earth.
However, supporters feel the
resulting technological developments
have greatly improved lifestyles,
national security, and health. Many
Americans feel space flight is worth
the risk because great nations have
always explored new frontiers.
Although space travel is expensive
and dangerous, it has resulted in
important technological advances.

Single-Paragraph Outline

T.S. ______________________________________
______________________________________                               
______________________________________

1. ......................................................................

2. ......................................................................

3. .......................................................................

4. .......................................................................

C.S. ______________________________________
______________________________________                               
______________________________________

hazardous + costly

$ spent / on ppl. in need

tech. dev. à⬆lifestyles, security + health 

great nations always explored

Although space travel is expensive and 
dangerous, it has resulted in important 
technological advances.

Single-Paragraph Outline à Paragraph

Is space exploration a good idea?  
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• Distinguish T.S. from details 

• Given T.S., generate details 

• Given topic, write T.S.

• Given details, generate T.S. 

• Identify T.S. & sequence details 

• Given T.S., select appropriate details from a list

• Eliminate irrelevant detail(s) 

• Given T.S. & details, generate C.S. 

• Given a paragraph, convert to SPO 

• Given topic, generate SPO independently
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SPO Scaffolding Activities

*See Ch. 4 in 
The Writing 
Revolution
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SPO Scaffolding Activities  
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SPO Scaffolding Activities 

sentence type

concluding 

transition 

appositive

subordinating 

conjunction
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SPO Scaffolding Activities 
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SPO Scaffolding Activities 
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SPO Scaffolding Activities 
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Outlines
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Thank You!
www.thewritingrevolution.org
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