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What it screens for

Early readers:  
difficulties in

● Phonemic awareness
● Decoding
● Word recognition
● Reading speed
● RAN

Older readers:
difficulties in  

● Reading speed & accuracy
● Reading comprehension

Benchmark and Progress Monitoring (we are just looking at 
Benchmark assessment today)



DIBELS in context at Carlton PS



DIBELS in context at Carlton PS

Teaching

2019
Balanced literacy

2020
Balanced literacy

2021
Structured literacy Prep
Balanced literacy 1-6

Assessment

2019
FPBAS

Intervention

2019
LLI

2020
Phonics, phonemic 
awareness & LLI

2020
FPBAS, FELA, YARC, motif 
tests, referrals for LD Ax

2021
Sounds Write & LLI

2021
Pilot - DIBELS, FELA, 
YARC, FPBAS, phonic 
checks

2022
Structured literacy P-2
Balanced literacy 3-6 with 
phonics class

2022
Sounds Write

2022
DIBELS, FELA, phonic 
checks



Pros

● quick
● evidence based
● standardised
● informative
● screener
● not linked to teaching 

syllabus

Cons

● U.S. norms
● U.S. content
● screener
● not linked to teaching 

syllabus
● capacity for cheating on 

Maze



University of Oregon (2018-2020). 8th 
Edition of Dynamic Indicators of Basic 
Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS®): 
Technical Manual. Eugene, OR: 
University of Oregon. Available: 
https://dibels.uoregon.edu

Norming studies



How did the normative sample reflect Carlton PS?

University of Oregon (2018-2020). 8th Edition of Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS®): Technical Manual. Eugene, OR: 
University of Oregon. Available: https://dibels.uoregon.edu



Subtest organisation



Testing follows developmental progression
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Grade level

Beginning    Middle     End 
(of year)

Subtest name

Benchmark

Scoring



Score bands



Score bands link to RTI



Letter naming fluency (LNF)  Prep - 1
1 min



Dyslexia screening

Ives, Biancarosa, Fein & Kennedy (2019). Dyslexia Screening and DIBELS 8th Edition.



Dyslexia screening

Ives, Biancarosa, Fein & Kennedy (2019). Dyslexia Screening and DIBELS 8th Edition.



Dyslexia - diagnostic criteria

American Psychiatric Association. (2013). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (5th ed.). 
https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.books.9780890425596



LNF expectations

DIBELS® 8th Edition Benchmark Goals Updated: 
July 2020



Phonemic segmentation fluency (PSF)  Prep - 1
1 min



PSF expectations - Prep/1

DIBELS® 8th Edition Benchmark Goals Updated: 
July 2020
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Nonsense word fluency (NWF)  Prep - 3

Generates two scores
CLS - Correct Letter Sounds
WRC - Words Recoded Correctly

1 min



NWF scoring sheet



NWF expectations - Grade 1

DIBELS® 8th Edition Benchmark Goals Updated: 
July 2020



Word reading fluency (WRF)  Prep - 3
1 min



WRF expectations - Grade 1

DIBELS® 8th Edition Benchmark Goals Updated: 
July 2020



Oral reading fluency (ORF)   Gr 1 - 6

Generates two scores
WCPM - Words Correct Per Minute
ACC - Accuracy Percentage

1 min



The rate required for basic comprehension is around 90–100 words per minute, 
a rate usually achieved around the end of year 2.

Konza (2011). Research Into Practice: Fluency. SA-DECS.

Oral reading fluency Australian norms 



ORF - DIBELS norms Grades 1-3 Term 4 Grade 2



A note on accuracy

DIBELS Accuracy bands for Grade 6 More  like what we want



Maze  Gr 2 - 6
3 mins



Maze practice passage



The adjusted score is the total correct responses less half the total of incorrect responses.

E.g., A performance of 9 correct choices and 3 incorrect choices results in a Maze score of 7.5.

Maze scoring



Interpretation

Be holistic in your considerations

Compare results to formative assessment

Compare results to performance on other tests, e.g., NAPLAN



Inconsistencies

Inter-rater reliability

Being timed - anxious students

Being timed - competitive students

Reading aloud can be unnatural for older students

Try to be consistent in your accommodations

Maze - group setting

Distractions
Group language



Interpretation - Grade 3 data

De-identified data table of student results



DIBELS composite scores

Document: University of Oregon (2020). 8th Edition of Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills 
(DIBELS®): Composite Score Calculation Guide Supplement. Eugene, OR: University of Oregon. Available: 
https:// dibels.uoregon.edu


